
CALFED BAY DELTA PROGRAM
MEETING NOTES

DELTA DRINKING WATER COUNCIL
January 27, 2000

Resources Building
I416 9t~ Street

Sacramento, CA 958 I4
(Attendance Roster Attached)

SUMMARY OF ACTION ITEMS:

1. Steve Ritchie to consult with Mike Madigan about filling the vacancy on the Delta Drinking
Water Council.

2. CALFED to show funding resources (CALFED and non-CALFED) towards actions and studies
(referring to the Drinking Water Improvement Strategy).

3. CALFED to form a Blue Ribbon Panel to advise the Council on treatment research and
development.

4. Briefing by DWR on Bulletin 160 and the State Board on basin planning,
5. Steve Ritchie to report on the chronology of events leading to the operation decisions in Fall 1999

including integration with No Name Group and DAT authority.
6. CALFED to modify Drinking Water Quality Target to include equivalency statement.

ROLE OF DELTA DRINKING WATER COUNCIL

Dave Spath, Chair, opened the meeting with a discussion on the role of the Delta Drinking Water Council.
No changes to the role and responsibilities of the Council members were made. Wally Bishop, CCWD,
suggested that the existing vacancy on the Council be filled with someone from the State Water Resource
Control Board_ He suggested someone with watershed/basin planning knowledge. Other Council members
concurred with Wally’s suggestion. Steve Ritchie, acting CALFED Program Director, indicated that he
would approach Mike Madigan, Chair of BDAC, regarding a nomination to fill the vacancy.

It was requested from the last Council meeting tlmt the CALFED Drinking Water Improvement Strategy
diagram discussion be included along with the discussion on the role of the Council members. Steve
Ritchie presented the Drinking Water Improvement Strategy diagram and explained in detail the "actions"
and "studies" categories. Steve pointed out that work in the actions categories is starting now (e.g. storage
and operations, source control, conveyance) and that they can be tiered offthe NEPA/CEQA document.
Steve pointed out that treatment was not included under the action categories (right hand side) because
there are ongoing treatment studies and actions being conducted by the water utilities and research groups.

¯Treatment technology is, however, covered under the studies category of the diagram (left hand side)
signifying CALFED’s intent to support treatment studies fl~rough partnerships with such entities as
AWARF and EPA. Walt Wadiow suggested that the diagram show where the resources will be spent via
CALFED and where they are spent by non-CALFED entities.

Wally Bishop and several other members recommended that CALFED have a blue ribbon panel who can
inform the members of the state of research primarily so the members have a sense of timing of treatment
technologies. The blue ribbon panel can feed back to EPA on the state of knowledge and the cost
effectiveness of different treatment technologies. The members generally agreed that it was the role of the
Council to track the state of research on treatment technology. The CALFED Drinking Water
Improvement Strategy provides for expert panels to be formed to advise the Council on studies and actions.

The bond measure on the ballot, in March, 2000 was discussed by Francis Spivey Webber, Mono Lake
Committee. Her concern was that the Council needs to get on top of funds which may be available for
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drinking water quality indicating that there may be opportunities for matclfing funds to leverage
CALFED’s investment. It was suggested flint the Council also track Proposition 12 funds which also has
funds for water quality. Walt Wadlow asked that CALFED present an overall funding picture for the next
meeting to include funding sources from CALFED and CALFED related sources.

Tim Quinn, MWD, passed out a report entitled "California’s Bay-Delta Water Quality Dilemma: It’s
Getting Worse - Not Better", December 1999. An excerpt from the Executive Summary reads "CALFED
must immediately develop a more comprehensive approach which avoids any degradation of water quality
in the near-term and includes a viable plan for source water quality improvement in the future". Tim
indicated that the State Board is developing a report wlfich has a broader geological perspective and
includes drinking water as a beneficial use. l~obert Slmnks, SRCSD, indicated that CUWA and the SRCSD
have been working with the Regional Boards on developing a Drinking Water Policy which will go into the
next Basin Plan.

Steve Ritchie noted to the Council members that there is no management entity with broad authority to plan
and manage drinking water actions and studies. He pointed out that the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration
Program would probably be managed by an independent entity and asked if that is something that the
Council members would want to explore. Hearing no suggestions, Wally Bishop then asked that the
Council members be briefed on DWR’s Bulletin 160 and the State Board’s Basin Plan at the next meeting.
Margaret Young, Clean Water Action, pointed out that there was a need to focus the basin planning on the
Delta drainage basin and watersheds affecting the basin. Francis Spivey Weber informed fellow members
about the scoping session with DWR and other entities for Bulletin 160 and that the opportunity to get
involved is now. The Council members generally agreed that they want to be briefed by DWR and the
State Board as to what’s been done in the past and to see what they would do if funds were available.

Steve Ritchie cautioned the members that their requests would have to be gaged due to the lack of staff
resources in the CALFED Drinking Water Quality Program. Paul Hutton, Program Manager of the
CALFED Drinking Water Quality Progrmn, is leaving to return to DWR, modeling group. Bruce Macler,
EPA, cited the potential difficulty in implementing the Council recommendations due to the lack of
resources in the CALFED Drinking Water Quality Program.

FY 2001 ACTIONS AND STUDIES

Steve Ritchie indicated that CALFED is planning for FY 2001 actions and studies and asked the Council
members for recommendations. He showed a diagram depicting a proposed process for project selection
(attached). The proposed p~:ocess includes a planning effort involving the Council members, technical
work groups and CALFED staff wlfich culminates in a Drinking Water Implementation Plan. Proposals
can be solicited, programs can be directed without solicitation, and future phases of previously funded
activities can be funded. Recommendations are made based on staff review and peer review to the Council
members, BDAC and the Policy Group for decision. Decision makers are the Secretary for Resources and
the Secretary of Interior. The Council members had no changes to the proposed process.

STORAGE AND OPERATIONS

At the December 16 meeting, Council members asked for a presentation on the work performed for the
report entitled "Drinking Water Quality Operations Studies", December 14, 1999. Dave Briggs, CCWD,
gave a presentation pointing out that this work was to assist CALFED’s Integrated Storage Investigation in
evaluating the relationship between various types and locations of storage and the overall role of storage in
water quality improvement as part of the CALFED Water Management Strategy. Multiple objectives (i.e.
water supply reliability, operational flexibility, and ecosystem restoration were not explicitly considered in
the preliminary scoping studies. Dave indicated that tradeoffs between these objectives will be evaluated
within the larger ISI analysis. Bromide was chosen as the primary water quality indicator for these studies.
The effect of new storage, north and south of the Delta, under operating rules designed specifically for
water quality improvement were explored. The intent of the new operation rules was to lower salinity in
the south Delta through enhanced outflow and to lower exports when seawater intrusion had increased
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saliniU concentration in the sot~th Delta. New operation rules resulted in peak bromide concentration being
lowered by 30-50% in fall months of many years, including the driest ones.

Wally Bishop indicated that federal decisions on pumping to protect fisheries seem to be directed by a
group called DAT. Several members discussed the consequences of operation decisions which resulted in
serious salt loads occurring south of the Delta causing severe constraints on water delivery. A discussion
ensued which raised the issue of better representation (urban) on the DAT and the importance of equivalent
protection for water quality. Steve Ritchie indicated flint the No Name Group is set up to integrate with the
DAT but that the communication should be improved. Steve told the members that there are steps being
taken to put together the chronology of event which lead to the reduced export pumping. Pankaj Pareky,
LADWP, suggested additional studies and tools to balance operational systems on a day-to-day basis. It
was agreed tlmt Steve would report on the chronology of events and that there would be someone at the
next meeting to give a neutral description of the duties of the DAT.

TARGETS AND MILESTONES

Steve talked about the 50 ug/l bromide and 3 mg/l TOC targets, mentioned in the revised CALFED Phase II
Report. He explained the premise for the derivation of the values (i.e. based on EPA’s Stage 2 M/DBP
Rule MCL placeholder values of 40 ug/l TrHMs, 30 ug/l HAAs, and 5 ug/1 bromate). Huali Chai, Bay
Institute, expressed concern that the bromide level is unattainable, therefore by default, additional storage
and conveyance would be necessary. After some discussion, Dave Spath recommended that CAt,FED
modify the CALFED Drinldng Water Quality Targets to include the equivalency statement which reads "or
an equivalent level of public health protection using a cost effective combination of alternative source
waters, source control and treatinent technologies" (revised Phase II Report, June 1999).

PUBLIC COMMENT

Phil Wendt, DWP,, recommended that Curtis Creel be consulted about Bay Delta Standards to protect water
quality and fisheries and that the Council members engage in a scoping process for Bulletin 160.

NEXT MF_~TING

The next Delta Drinking Water Council meeting was set for March 2, 2000. The location will be
announced in a meeting notice.
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